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A Dream Has Come True 





EAR after year after year Mildred McKay and I have 
talked and dreamed and planned and dreamed again 
of ways in which New Hampshire and Vermont might co- 
operate in aiding library services for our two states. Now, 
- Federal Library Aid has been the financial answer and a 
screening of projects has given the action answer in the form 

of this cooperative publication venture. 

~ Starting with this issue, New Hampshire Libraries will cease | 
publication and New Hampshire and Vermont will combine 
to bring a professional journal to the library interests of both | 

| state. NortTH Country Lisraries will appear each 

_. month except July and August. Each issue will feature 
some phase of library activity, with articles on the results 
of local action and on the how-to angle of the work or 
service. Reviews of new books, information on _ books, 
authors and related subjects will also be included. 

Manuscripts on programs-on-the-way or successfully com- 
pleted, suggestions of topics, or outlines of anyone’s dreams 
are solicited. We hope this new addition to New Hampshire 
and Vermont library activities will be both interesting and 
useful—let us know how you like it. 

This issue is being devoted to the Library Services Act—its 
coming into being and the progress of its program in New 


England, with special emphasis on New Hampshire and 
Vermont. D. R. B. 
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_ Published jointly by the State Library of New Hampshire and the Free Public 
Library Commission of Vermont, for free distribution. Issued ten times a year, 
from September through June. Second class permit applied for at the Post 
Office at Montpelier, Vt. 


Editor: Mrs. Dorotuy R. Barre, /1 Central St., , ei, Vermont 
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Books for New England 


Progress Report on the 
Library Services Act 











by WILFRED L. MORIN i 


Lrprary EXTENSION SPECIALIST 
Office of Education, U. S. Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare 





ASHINGTON is not what one would call a “‘rural’’ area. Yet on 

U. S. Highway No. | near which our office is located, one hears, 

from time to time, the lowing of cattle as they are transported in huge 

' trucks from one point to another. It provides authentic background for a 

program of library services to rural areas which is the direct concern of the 
Library Services Act. 

Being New England born and reared, I was understandably proud when 
all the New England states sent in State Plans for Further Extension of 
Public Library Services to Rural Areas and joined the national family. 
The New England States have acted as a family, too. On my visits I have 
noted the concern with family matters—the problems, anxieties and hopes. | 
Over past years, as in the present, one of the greatest problems—though 
not the only one—has been that of inadequate finances for library service. 
In the New England states every dollar expended has had to show results. 
Programs for adequate library service and the extension of services or- 
ganized under these circumstances have had to be soundly constructed. 
This sound construction is now clearly evident during these first years of 
the Library Services Act. 

The family anxieties have centered around such things as how to pro- 
vide better service to inadequately served areas; the challenges of book 
use for a comparatively non-reading but literate public; and the better- | 
ment of distributive techniques so that people could have the significant 
publications at the earliest possible moment. 

The hopes of the family, on the other hand, have centered around the 
potentials of soundly constructed systems of service. Since the service systems 
in New England have been so well organized and have produced results, 
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the organization is already there to cope with the challenges of inadequate 
finance, non-reading, and better service. The Library Services Act is now 
helping to complete the picture and to accelerate progress toward good 
library service for all. 

Over the years librarians have felt that the concept of adequacy with 
regard to the challenges noted above can be realized only if all the members 
of the family are invited to work together. In 1957, the Federal Govern. 
ment added its cooperation to this family. Now all the New England States 
have submitted Plans outlining what the States want to do with State and 
Federal funds available. With the exception of one State, whose Plan js 
still in the process of being reviewed, all have received the Federal grant, 
which totaled $389,904 for the New England States in Fiscal 1958, the 
second year of the Act. The total of State matching funds and Federal 
funds for this year in New England is $1,048,939. The programs submitted 
by the New England States were exceptionally well formulated. They 
were built on strength: a strength not theoretical, but time-tested through 
experience. 

The State agency is the nerve center of any organizational structure 
hence, strengthening the State agency itself was the first line of action 
in each state in order to meet the challenge for better library service. The 
strengthening of the agency consisted, first of all, in improving the book | 


collections, the necessary back-stop in the development of larger units of | 


a 
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statewide service. Secondly, there was the addition of professional per- ) 
sonnel to help in bringing books and people together. The third action : 
was the buying of necessary equipment to get the program under way. This § 
equipment ranged from bookmobiles to shelving and charging machines ) 


which would be used to implement the tasks outlined in the plan. 


Books and related materials play an important part in any librarian’s : 
striving for adequate service. For this purpose the New England States | 


plan to spend $247,905, or 24% of the total budget, on books and book 
materials for Fiscal 1958. More will probably be allocated to this categonyy : 


in the future. 


Staff for advisory work with libraries, government officials and interested 3 
individuals is also important in addition to staff needed for book selection F 
and preparation duties. The New England States are spending $536,408, | 


or 51% of the total, for salaries and wages in Fiscal 1958. 

Equipment does not show as high a percentage in Fiscal 1958 as it did 
in the past fiscal year. In that year a large part of the equipment which 
was so badly needed—bookmobiles, shelving, office equipment, and other 
necessary items to implement the program—were bought for the subse- 


quent years. For Fiscal 1958 this amounts to $67,991, or 6.48% of the 
total budget. 
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An interesting pattern is emerging in New England for library service 
under the Library Services Act. 

Vermont and New Hampshire are approaching the problem of library 
extension through their regions: Vermont doing this through five branches, 
and New Hampshire through its four branch offices. If one has in mind an 
economical yet effective program, capable of handling complete state-wide 
service, this is a most efficient approach to library service. In the small 
States with limited budgets on the one hand and high levels of demand 
by the consumer on the other, the resources found within the State must 
be known and made available. This New Hampshire and Vermont have 
done in many ways, foremost by well-developed union catalogs to support 
regional service. Regional headquarters now have larger bookmobiles 
carrying larger and more varied book collections. 

Massachusetts is in the process of building up its regions as the state is 
not yet fully regionalized. An excellent start has been made though, and 
Federal funds have helped in initiating one new region and laying the 
foundations for another. 

Rhode Island plans to order a bookmobile unit, set up a processing 
unit for books purchased, and order audio-visual materials for use in rural 
libraries. Plans for workshops and regional institutes are also included in 
their program. 

Maine is buying three bookmobiles. These will be operated in Maine 
as a service of the State Library, regionally located to be close to the service 
areas. 

Connecticut is also building up regional library service, the idea being 
that regional centers should supplement the services of local community 
libraries with books and materials. A central book collection is being es- 
tablished with centralized processing and purchasing for this collection 
and for the regional centers. Regional advisory services and workshops are 
also part of the plan. 

So we see a picture emerging in New England as that of a state-adminis- 
tered regional service system, decentralized up to a point so that the services 
given by the State agency are brought close to the libraries and the people 
served, yet centralized as to policy making and the equitable disburse- 
ment of State resources. It is a flexible structure—strong enough, however, 
to weather the stress and strain of acute need for development on the one 
hand and the utilization of all known resources on the other hand. 

The States then—as the second logical step—are concentrating on federa- 
tion activities. By working together, by learning together, by sharing re- 
sources and knowing where the resources are obtainable, all the libraries 
are becoming stronger. All of the libraries know how to inform the- public 
on pertinent services and current significant materials. 
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In Fiscal 1958, Vermont is extending to the Brattleboro area the Federa. 
tion program opened in the Bradford and St. Albans areas last year. New 
Hampshire is strengthening its program through institutes, workshops, 
courses at the State University, and the yearly Trustees’ meeting in Concord, 
Connecticut and Massachusetts are also promoting cooperative informa 
tion—-one methed being through in-service training courses. 

To achieve good library service for all, there must somewhere be the 
necessary organization, materials, and personnel to do the job. The Federal 
Government is now adding its assistance to State library agencies and local 
libraries to realize their objectives, to eliminate the lack of library materials 
and the inadequate distribution and servicing of these materials. 

What I have written concerns how it all looks to me here in Washington, 
Vermont and New Hampshire, in common with all the other New England 
States, are doing an excellent job in implementing the Library Services 
Act. | watch with a great deal of interest as these Plans come into the Federal 
Office, for | know that each represents a blending of sound planning, dreams, 
and specific objectives long desired. 

And, as these State Plans come in, it is my duty as a Library Extension 
Specialist to read the Plans, absorbing the details and facts, programs and 
projects. ‘The Plans are then routed to David S. Seeley of the Office of 
the General Counsel in the Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 
where they are reviewed as to whether or not the legal requirements of 
the Act have been met. At the same time, the fiscal officer of the branch, 
Charles E. Dawson, is reviewing the fiscal sections of the Plans and the 
fiscal forms. When the Plans have cleared these two, they are then submitted 
with my recommendations to John G. Lorenz, Assistant Director, who looks 
over each Plan very carefully before he, in turn, sends his approval memoran- 
dum to the Director, Ralph M. Dunbar, who then forwards the recommenda- 
tions to the U. S. Commissioner of Education. As soon as Commissioner 
L.. G. Derthick has given his approval, Mr. Dawson prepares the voucher for 
the Administrative Management Branch, where it is processed and for- 
warded to the Secretary of the ‘Treasury for payment. 

All this is very exciting and stimulating. No two States are alike—each 
has its own traditions, customs, and laws. Each State requires a different 


approach, a different perspective. But all do have a common goal—bringing { 


the benefits of better library service to all. 

At staff meetings, it is always interesting to listen to Helen Luce who 
has been assigned the Western States and Evelyn Day Mullen who works 
with the Southern States, as they report on “their” States. In a way it 
is like standing on top of Mt. Monadnock in New Hampshire, or on a 
peak in Vermont’s Green Mountains, and surveying afar, not only the 
beauty of Nature’s handiwork but the beauties of human accomplishments. 
For this, | am very grateful. 
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Two Appreciations 





GEORGE D. 


AIKEN 





HE Canada Wildginger—Creeping erratically along the ground as 

if it is not sure just where it is going, the Wildginger hesitates very 
few inches to send up its large, downy, heartshaped leaves. (Aiken, G.D., 
Pioneering with Wild Flowers, p. 39) 

Similar flower descriptions which flow like poetry have served to many 
Vermonters as their introduction to George D. Aiken, Vermont’s Senior 
United States Senator. How natural that anyone as versed in the ways of 
wild flowers and as capable of singing their praises should be equally versed 
in other of the finer things of life—like libraries. 

In 1938 George Aiken, while governor of Vermont said, in his Speaking 
from Vermont, (p. 30), “ . . . had half the money which they (Federal 
Authorities) planned to use in tearing down our communities been spent 
in. . . improving our schools and libraries . . . a world of good would 
have been accomplished.” Throughout his political career Senator Aiken 
has continued in his interest in and support for public libraries, especially 
those serving rural areas. As a co-sponsor of the Federal Library Services 
Bill he worked for its passage. All through the long years it took to bring this 
bill into final congressional approval he never wavered in his belief in its 
final victory. This took courage when chances were slim, when a defeat or 
delayed action meant again and again that the bill be started on its way 
afresh. Vermont holds special pride in its Senior Senator for many of his 
senatorial actions but to Vermont libraries he means always a staunch 
friend in support of their program. 

As a state Vermont is not very vocal in its praise—in like tradition Ver- 


5 














6 NORTH COUNTRY LIBRARIES 


mont librarians have not expressed their appreciation to Senator Aiken 
in glowing terms. This, then, may be a time to say again, and more vocally, 
how keenly Vermont appreciates Senator Aiken’s active assistance in bringing 
about the passage of the Library Services Act. Perhaps the best proof of 
this thanks will be shown over the years by the use made of this federal 
financial aid granted to foster the best possible support and extension of 
Vermont’s library services over the state. 
Senator Aiken, we thank you, deeply and sincerely. 


CHESTER E. 


MERROW 





NE of those most instrumental in the passage of the Federal Library 
Services Act was Representative Chester E. Merrow of the First 
District of New Hampshire. Mr. Merrow was one of the official sponsors of 
the bill in Congress, and worked diligently and successfully for its passage. 


On May 8, 1956, during the House debate on this measure, Representa- 
tive Merrow stated: 


“The proposed library services legislation is for the purpose of pro- 
viding an urgently needed stimulus in the struggle to overcome a na- 
tional shortage of library facilities and library services in rural areas. 
The proposed legislation is not intended to subsidize or to foster a 
control over any of the libraries in the Nation; it is to furnish the initial 
incentive in a long-range program. Once such services and facilities 
are established and once they are operating satisfactorily, it is con- 
fidently anticipated that local and widespread demand will insure 
their continuance long after Federal assistance has been discontinued.” 


The librarians of New Hampshire and the nation are certainly indebted 
to Representative Merrow, Senator Aiken, and their colleagues, for their 
energy and interest in the program of Public Library service. 
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Federal Aid Comes to 
NEW HAMPSHIRE AND 
VERMONT LIBRARIES 





NEW HAMPSHIRE 


FEDERAL Aip in New Hampshire is taking shape this fall with the delivery 
of new equipment and an extensive schedule of meetings. 

Those areas of the state served by the Concord, Keene, and Littleton 
offices of the State Library Extension Division are now benefiting from the 
three new custom-made Moroney bookmobiles. These trucks carry over 
twice the number of books formerly available in our panel trucks, and 
there has been a substantial increase in the number of books purchased for 
distribution by the bookmobile service. A new branch office was opened in 
Exeter last spring, and this area will also receive the new type bookmobile 
in early 1958. 

Neighborhood meetings have begun, and there will be a total of twenty- 
five of these held between October 3rd and December 12th. Every library 
in the state will have an opportunity to attend one of these meetings, which 
are designed for both librarians and trustees. Many new books will be on 
exhibit and there will be a filmstrip and discussion of the new standards for 
public libraries. This is the first of a series of meetings, and the twenty-five 
meeting cycle will be repeated three or four times each year, with a different 
program for each cycle. 

The State Library has added a Public Library Consultant to the staff, 
and hopes soon to add a second. These consultants are available to meet 
with local librarian and /or trustees for a discussion of library service generally 
and local library problems in particular. 

Finally, this new combined bulletin -is another concrete result of the 
impact of Federal Aid on New Hampshire libraries. 


VERMONT 


BasicaLLy the aid to Vermont libraries from the Federal Library Services 

Act has been planned so that by the end of the five-year demonstration 

every library serving a rural area will have received some tangible benefit. 
After considerable thought and discussion it was decided the best possible 
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method of carrying out this program would be to strengthen the services 
already offered by the state agency. Hence, the first step was the purchase 
of two bookmobiles—Gerstenslager ‘‘Pioneers’’—to replace the small trucks 
which have been in service in the Rutland and St. Albans Regional Service 
Centers. Already these new larger Bookwagons are in operation and the 
libraries of these regions are feeling the benefit of more books to choose 
from, easier access to the materials carried and more assistance from the 
librarians, Miss Ball and Miss Baltzell. How lucky are these libraries, Federal 
Aid is at their door. 

Besides the new Bookwagons and their services, two small Federations of 
Libraries have been organized—one with headquarters at the Regional 
office in St. Albans, the other with its base at the Bradford Public Library, 
The advantages of cooperation between small libraries are being examined 
and experienced under the direction of trained librarians. Studying to- 
gether, learning and experimenting through workshops where both iki 
brarians and trustees gather sessions on such subjects as Book Selection, 
Reference Materials and Story Telling have been explored. A series of such 
study groups have been planned for the winter months which together with 
technical assistance of the Federation Librarian at each local library will 
give both group and individual help to the town service. These small Federa- 
tions will increase in size adding a few new libraries each year until the 
entire Region will be covered by each. 

This fall a region-wide experiment in Federating is being opened from 
the Brattleboro Regional Office where similar programs and services will 
be offered to the libraries serving rural areas in Windham and Windsor 
‘ounties. 

One of the most interesting sections of Vermont’s Federal Aid program 
is the initial planning for cooperation with its neighboring state of New 
Hampshire. This publication is the first of the proposed new plans. The 
success of this venture will lead the way to the opening of other types of 
cooperative services. 


FURTHER READING ON FEDERAL AID TO LIBRARIES 


Bennett, J. D.— Library Services Act—the first brary Services Act and how it works. Bay 
year. Wilson Lib. Bull. 32; 39-43. Sept. State Libn. 46:9-12. Autumn 756. 


"57. McDonough, R. H.—Federal Aid to Li- 
Fvan, Mrs. L. D.—You and the Library braries. Lib. J v 51:1963-1966. Sept. 1, 

Services Act. ALA Bull. 51: 17-19. Jan. °57. Os 

Administration of Grants-in-aid. Lib. Martin, L. A—New Goals for Library Ser- 

‘Trends 4: 412-21. Ap. °56. vices. Vt. Bull. 52; 66-71. Mr. °57. 

—Library Services Act; the role of PLD Price, P. P.—Plans for Using Federal Aid. 

in implementation. Public Lib. 10:86- Lib. Trends 4:422-32. Ap. 56. 

8. Dec. °56. Schenk, Mrs. G. K.—Library Services— 
Galick, V. G.—Public Law 597: The Li- ABCs. Lib. J. 82:1018-23. Ap. 15 °57. 





New Hampshire - 


1ana 
Vermont - ) 


MARCUS A. McCORISON, Librarian, Rare Books Division 
Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire 


T the outset of this series it would be well to warn the reader that the 
writer has a certain bias and is the unhappy possessor of certain 
lacunae. His bias tends toward that of antiquarian Vermontiana and the 
principal lacuna is the lack of a good knowledge of New Hampshiriana— 
an awkward word but better than “material printed in or concerned with 
New Hampshire in all its aspects.”’ He will undertake to stifle his provin- 
cialism and to enlarge his information. It is his intention that this article 
and those which will follow will impart information of a bookish sort about 
the two states most intimately involved in this venture. He intends to review 
current books and, as in this case, to conduct bibliographical forays into 
particular subjects. 

Our first foray deals with the literature of folk songs of the North Country. 
We will attempt to identify the principal items of interest to New Hampshire 
and Vermont which may be in print or which may be obtained through 
book sellers without excessive cost or difficulty. 

The traditional oral means of passing on folk music from generation to 
generation is passing, for the patter of radio and television sets have nearly 
obliterated the folk song from the folk memory. As early as 1930 this de- 
velopment was foreseen by a‘few people who realized that if this evanescent 
music was to be preserved the work had to be done immediately before 
the folk singers of an earlier day had all passed from the scene. Mrs. Helen 
Hartness Flanders, the wife of Senator Ralph E. Flanders, was persuaded 
by the late Arthur Wallace Peach to undertake the recording and preserva- 
tion of folk songs still extant in Vermont. Mrs. Flanders’ qualifications 
were a love of poetry and a knowledge of music and enthusiasm. Some 
work had been done in this field prior to her efforts but it was not extensive. 
An unnamed Revolutionary War soldier of Sandgate, Vermont, had written 
in 1823 forty-nine songs which he knew. These were published in that year 
in a pamphlet the only known copy of which was owned by Harold Goddard 
Rugg of Dartmouth and which is now in the collections of the Vermont 
Historical Society. This is believed to be the first collection of folk songs 
printed in the United States and is only preceded by the work of four men 
in the British Isles. Nearly a century later, Edith B. Sturgis and Robert 
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Hughes set down (with expurgations) thirteen songs sung by James and 
Mary Atwood and Jenny Knapp who lived in Vermont, perhaps in Newark. 
These songs were published in 1919. Later Kenneth Forbes of the University 
of Iowa wrote a thesis on call-dances and songs which he had recorded in 
northern Vermont. Finally, Mr. Phillips Barry had published in articles in 
the Journal of American Folklore a number of songs transcribed in northern 
New England. With these sources to work from, Mrs. Flanders and her 
assistant, George Brown, set about the business of locating singers and re. 
cording their songs. Their first fruits were published in 1932 by the Vermont 
Commission on Country Life, the sponsoring agency, in the book, Vermont 
Folk-Songs @ Ballads. In 1934 A Garland of Green Mountain Song was issued. 
This ended the project for the Commission but Mrs. Flanders was com. 
mitted to the hunt for folk songs and has kept on through the intervening 
years. Her researches have led her ali over New England and have resulted 
in the Helen Hartness Flanders Collection at Middlebury College, the 
contents of which have supplied the material for four other volumes, the 
latest being Ballads Migrant in New England. 

While this work has nominally centered in Vermont, folk songs know no 
bounds and a large number of them were collected in New Hampshire or 
have a New Hampshire origin. Furthermore, Eloise Hubbard Linscott 
compiled a volume, Folk Songs of Old New England, published in 1939, whose 
contents have a decided New Hampshire provenance. 

Perhaps the most startling revelation which these books provide for the 
uninformed amateur is the knowledge that a very great many of the songs 
have direct, traceable roots to the folk songs of the British Isles. In our time, 
it is hard to realize that songs, dating from the early sixteenth century could 
live for centuries in oral form, unrecorded except in the memories of country 
singers. In all, the songs present a fascinating picture of times now nearly 
gone and a great debt is owed to Mrs. Flanders and her kind for preserving 
this folk art before it had died completely. . 

The following list may prove to be of assistance to librarians who wish 
to obtain the publications referred to above. 





FLANDERS, HELEN HArRTNEss, compiler. 
Ballads migrant in New England. N. Y., 
Farrar, Straus and Young, c. 1953. 248 p. 

Music included. Introduction by 
Robert Frost. Compiled with Mar- 
guerite Olney. 

—Country songs from Vermont, N. Y. and 
Boston, G. Schirmer, c. 1937. 50 p. 

Music arranged by Helen Norfleet. 

-—A Garland of Green Mountain song. North- 
field Vt., Vermont Commission on 
Country Life, c. 1934. 86 p. 

Music arranged by Helen Norfleet. 


Green Mountain Pamphlets, no. 1. 
—The New Green Mountain songster. New 
Haven, Yale University Press, 1939. 
278 p. 
Music included. Compiled with Eliza- 
beth F. Ballard, George Brown and 
Phillips Barry. 
—Vermont chap book. Middlebury, Vt., Mid- 
dlebury College Press, 1941. 48 p. 
Limited and trade editions. 


—Vermont folk-songs & ballads. Brattleboro, 
Vt., Stephen Daye Press, c. 1932. 256 p. 
Compiled 


Music included. with 








or 
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Brown. Green Mountain 


George 
Series. lst and 2nd printings. 


LinscoTT, ELotss Huspparb, compiler. 
Folk songs of old New England. N. Y., 
Macmillan, 1939. 337 p. 

Music included. Contents recorded 
chiefly in New Hampshire, Maine and 
Massachusetts. One Vermont singer 
represented. 

Music and dance in the New England states; 
including Maine, New Hampshire, Ver- 
mont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and 
Connecticut: Sigmund Spaeth, editor- 
in-chief; William J. Perlman, director 
and managing editor. N. Y., Bureau of 
Musical Research, 1953. 347 p. illus. 
The writer has not seen this volume 
and cannot vouch for its contents nor 
for its quality. 

Sturcis, Epir1 B., compiler. 

Songs from the hills of Vermont. Sung by 


James and Mary Atwood and Aunt 
Jenny Knapp. N. Y. and Boston, G. 
Schirmer, c. 1919. 57 p. illus. 

Music arranged by Robert Hughes. 


Eight traditional British-American ballads. 
Middlebury, Vt., Helen  Hartness 
Flanders Collection, Middlebury Col- 
lege, c. 1953. 

331% rpm phonograph record. New 
England Folk Song series, no. 1. 

Although the following is unobtainable, 
it is included here as the cornerstone of 
New Hampshire and Vermont folk song 
bibliography. 

The Green-Mountain Songster, being a collec- 
tion of songs on various subjects. Prin- 
cipally tending to expel melancholy and 
cheer the drooping mind. By an old 
Revolutionary soldier. Copy-right se- 
cured. 1823. 60 p. 





BOOK REVIEWS 


ADULT FICTION 


Mrs. Ruth Perkins, Adult Services 
Free Public Library Commission 


VOSS by Patrick White. Viking, $5.00 

Set in Australia in the mid-nineteenth 
century this story of a disastrous explora- 
tory expedition is lent an eerie note by the 
mystical union between the leader, Voss, 
and Laura, niece of one of the expedition 
backers. 


ANGEL by Elizabeth Taylor. Viking, $5.00 
The ruthless and ironic story of a novelist, 
Angelica Deverell, who outlives her popu- 
larity but continues to believe in her 
genius which is symbolized by her mansion. 
FAIROAKS by Frank Yerby. Dial, $3.95 
A highly colored ante-bellum novel center- 
ing around a Mississippi plantation, Fair- 
oaks, and the owners, the Falks family, 
with main focus on Guy Falks, a slave 
trader. For Yerby fans. 

THE STRANGERS WERE THERE by 

John Clayton. Macm, $3.75 

Thought provoking short stories grouped 
around Colonial Springs, Virginia. From 


all walks of life the characters come to life 
through their prejudices and hatreds— 
“strangers” to one another. 


THE TANGLED CORD by Frances @ 
Richard Lockridge. Lipp., $2.75 

An ingeniously plotted mystery solved by 

Captain Bill Wiegand. 

THE WORLD OF CARRICK’S COVE 
by Gerald Brace. Norton, $3.95 

Eighty-two year old Ben Carrick records 

life on a Maine coast island during the last 

century. A classic in its evocation of the 

past. 

BELOW THE SALT by Thomas Costain. 
Doubleday, $3.95 

John Faraday relives with Richard O’ Rawn 

the latter’s fantastic story of a former exist- 

ence as a knight in the court of King John. 


The reincarnation theme is _ skillfully 
handled. 
NATALIE by Alexandra Orme. Simon, 


$3.75 
The story of the grim struggle for survival 
of Natalie a fourteen year old Polish refugee 
who lived in Budapest during the threat of 
German invasion. Not a pleasant book, 
but a fascinating one. 
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LAST TALES by Isak Dinesen. 
$4.00 

Again Isak Dinesen charms with her short 

stories. A treat for anyone who appreciates 

true story telling and a “‘rolling”’ prose. 


Random, 





ADULT NON-FICTION 


Cuar_es D. Maurer, JR. 


Extension Librarian 


Keene Branch, N. H. State Library 


THE THREE LIVES OF HARRIET 
HUBBARD AYER by Margaret H. Ayer 
& Isabella Taves. Lippincott, $3.95 

Mrs. Ayer left her position as a society 

queen in Chicago to pursue, in time, three 

fascinating careers—a success in business, 

a crusader for the rights of the insane, and a 

newswoman. 

COMBAT BENEATH THE SEA by 
Major Willy-Charles Brou. Crowell, $3.95 

Details the adventures of the human 

torpedoes and frogmen, and the employ- 

ment of midget submarines during World 

War II. Attention is focused upon the 

methods used by the Americans, the 

British, the Germans, and the Italians. 

HOLD THAT TIGER! by Sam Dunton. 
Greenberg, $3.95 

A staff photographer at the Bronx Zoo tells 

of his travels and experiences. Well illus- 

trated, and written in informal style. 


THE COMPLETE BOOK OF RUG 
BRAIDING by Helen H. Feeley. Coward- 
McCann, $3.95 

A welcome addition to craft shelves and 

especially to the rug braiding section of 

these shelves, which is sparse in good books 
on this subject. One of the features of Mrs. 

Feeley’s book is her clear diagramming. 

Useful to beginners and_ experienced 

braiders alike. 


OPERATION SEA _ LION by 
Fleming. Simon & Schuster, $5.00 
An excellent job of recreating the events 
and atmosphere of the summer of 1940 in 
England, when invasion by Hitler was 
imminent. He credits the entire nation for 
the victory, but also points out the strate- 
gical blunders of the German leaders. 
BRIDGEHEAD: THE DRAMA OF 
ISRAEL by Waldo Frank. Braziller, $3.75 
Mr. Frank gives sympathetic treatment to 


Peter 


the problems of Israel, and suggests that 
other countries should accept the fact 
that Israel has a right to exist on the earth, 
A beautifully written analysis of the prob. 
lem. 


BEST SPORTS STORIES 1957 by Irving 
T. Marsh @G Edward Ehre, eds. Dutton 
$3.95 

Photographs are included in this collection 

of the outstanding works of both fictional 

and factual sports writing done in 1956. 

BAT MASTERSON by Richard O’ Connor, 
Doubleday, $3.75 

The career of Bat Masterson, who was 

best known for his gunfighting, ranged from 

buffalo hunting on the prairie to writing 
sports in New York City. Mr. O’Connor 

has written an objective biography of a 

colorful figure. 

THE HIDDEN PERSUADERS by Vance 
Packard. McKay, $4.00 

Motivational research with its depth 

studies has greatly helped advertisers 

to manipulate people’s buying habits. Its 
scientific approaches to understanding 
people were used during the 1956 elections 

to predict with 97% accuracy how a 

group of ‘“‘undecideds’”’ would eventually 

vote. Mr. Packard feels that we all have 


good reason to fear the indiscriminate use 
of M. R. 


LAND OF DAHORI by Olaf Ruhen. 
Lippincott, $3.75 

A collection of tales of New Guinea. Mr. 

Ruhen has made many visits to the coun- 

try, and his stories show the contrast 

between the old traditions of the land and 

the modern influences of the white men. 





FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


RACHEL SANBORN, Extension Librarian 
Exeter Branch, N. H. State Library 


BATBOY OF THE BRAVES by Paul 
Wick, told to Bob Wolf. Greenberg, 
$2.95 

This is the dream-come-true story of Paul 

Wick who was chosen batboy for the 

Milwaukee Braves. It should interest all 


baseball enthusiasts with its accounts of 
daily routines, a road trip with the team 
and behind the scenes accounts of baseball 
life as seen by the eyes of a teen-ager. 














act 
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FIRST LOVE, TRUE LOVE by Anne 
Emery. Westminster, $2.75 

Another well-written teen-age romance by 

a favorite author. The story of Pat Mar- 

lowe, High School Junior, is the story of 

typical teen-agers and their problems. 

A high school romance told with under- 

standing by a mother of teen-agers who 

help with the details of her widely read 
stories. 

HOW TO MAKE GOOD PICTURES 
by Eastman Kodak Company. Random 
House, $1.95 

An interesting and authoritative handbook 

on taking pictures, both black and white 

and color. Excellent illustrations and simple 
terminology make this of interest to all 
camera fans. 

JULIE'S HERITAGE _ by 
Marshall. Longmans, $3.00 

Julie Brownell did not realize until her 
first year in high school that the color of 
her skin could shut her off from the friend- 
ships and activities she loved. ‘Through her 
own personality, she brought to her heritage 
the courage and understanding to “‘Live so 
that they can see your worth.” A well- 
written and timely story of racial adjust- 
ment. 


MODERN MIRACLES OF THE LABO- 
RATORY by Frank Ross, Jr. Lothrop, 
$3.00 

The important role of chemistry in every- 
day living from the days of the alchemists 
to our present day scientists is told with 
great interest in this very readable and 
well-illustrated account. The story of 
synthetics, wonder drugs and other scien- 
tific developments will interest adults as 
well as young people. 


MOUNTAIN MAN by Rutherford Mont- 
gomery. World, $2.75 

Joe Meek, at the age of 18, sets off alone to 
fulfill his ambition to live in the Northwest 
Territory. Joining the Rocky Mountain 
Fur Company, a group of seasoned trap- 
pers, he learns the way of the wilderness and 
grows from a boy with a dream to a hardy 
mountain man who became a legend among 
pioneers and frontiersmen. 


MYSTERIES OF THE SEA by Robert 
de la Croix. John Day, $3.50 

An exciting account of the derelict ships 

that wander the oceans, menacing shipping 

and carrying with them stories of strange 

mysteries and brave heroism. 


Catherine 


SEA TREASURE by Kathleen 

Johnstone. Houghton, $4.00 
A guide not only to shell collecting but 
including material on the animals which 
inhabit these shells, interesting name deri- 
vations, and the many ways shells have 
been used by the Indians and other peoples 
of the world. 


TV GIRL FRIDAY by Ruth Milne. Little, 
Brown, $3.00 

Through a TV audition program, Susan 
Doyle decides on a television career and 
works hard to achieve it. Because of her 
own TV experience the author gives this 
story a realistic background of the hard 
work, personalities and interesting details 
of TV work. 


VIRGINIA GIANT by Alma Power-Waters. 
Dutton, $3.00 

The story of Peter Francisco, a giant of a 
man whose courage and patriotism during 
the Revolution made him a heroic figure. 
Enlisting in the Continental army at 
sixteen, his strength and daring earned 
him his name of “‘Virginia Giant.” 


WAGONS ACROSS THE MOUNTAINS 
by Bruce Coulter. Dodd, Mead, $3.00 
Vermont-born Nat Kilburn leaves his 
uncle’s farm to go west to find his father. 
Nat and his kind-hearted schoolteacher, 
Jonas Patch, join a wagon train and travel 
toward Oregon. Day-to-day living, Indian 
raids and other exciting adventures end 
happily with the beginning of a new life 

in a new country. 

THE WONDERFUL TIME by James L. 

Summers. Westminster, $2.75 

Nineteen-year-old Larry Richmond returns 
to high school after his discharge from the 
Army. His maturity sets him apart from 
the student activities and many adjust- 
ments have to be made. A good story for 
high school readers. 


Yerger 





CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


Mrs. Rutu H. PaguettTe, Librarian 
St. Albans Library Federation, Vermont 


FOR THE YOUNGEST 


BASKETBALL SPARKPLUG by Matt 
Christopher. Little, $2.75 (2-4) 
When the entire choir appears at the crucial 
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basketball game and cheers Kim’s team to 
victory, Kim and his teammates decide 
that choir singing and basketball playing 
can be successfully combined. Easy reading 
for ages seven to nine, with interest level for 
the older, slow reader. 


BOY BLUE’S BOOK OF BEASTS by 
William F. Smith. Little, $2.75 (k-3) 
Boy Blue is sent on a gay tour through 
thirty-nine poems about unusual animals 
along with the familiar ones. A good read- 
aloud book for the littlest, third graders 

will read for themselves. 


CITY BIRDS by Lucy and John Hawkinson. 
Whitman, $2.00 (k-2) 

An easy-to-read book describing seven 

birds commonly found in the city, pictured 

in color and black and white. Second 

graders will enjoy this. 


DAY THE COW SNEEZED by James 
Flora. Harcourt, $2.95 (k-3) 

A very amusing tall-tale of a mouse, a cat, 

a goat and a boy on a runaway steam 

roller which flattened everything in its 

path. Bold, brilliant illustrations. 


FOUND: ONE ORANGE-BROWN 
HORSE by Patricia Lauber. Random, 
$1.95 (3-4) 


Carrots was a temperamental horse who 
had a yen for flowers, even if artificial and 
on a hat. Recommended for third and 


fourth graders wanting a horse or funny 
story. 


HERE COMES NIGHT by 
Schlein. Whitman, $2.00 (k-2) 
A go-to-sleep book about the falling of 
night on the city, country and seashore. 
Beginners will try to read for themselves. 


HIPPITY-HOPPER by Lucille Wallower. 
McKay, $2.50 (2-4) 

Small Squirrel, a little Shawnee girl, 

found a big grasshopper and when Running 

Rabbit, a Lenape boy, took it away from 

her, the famous Grasshopper War was star- 


ted. An Indian legend which children will 
enjoy. 


LET’S GO TO THE LIBRARY by Naomi 
Buchheimer. Putnam, $1.95 (3-5) 

A useful book for teacher or librarian 

teaching grades three to five to use the 

library. Some illustrations a bit confusing 

but management, rules and resources of a 

library are well explained. 


Miriam 


MR. PINGLE AND MR. BUTTON. 
HOUSE by Ellen MacGregor. Whittlesey, 
$2.00 (1-3) 

Two friends decide to visit each other the 

same day, one by train, the other by boat, 

When the train stops for the drawbridge 

letting a boat through, Mr. Buttonhouse 

looks up from the boat to see Mr. Pingle 

looking at him from the train window. A 

good book for reading aloud, third graders 

will try it themselves. 


NOT A LITTLE MONKEY by Charlotte 
Kolotow. Lothrop, $2.50 (k-2) 

A mother plays a game with her little 

girl who gets very much in the way of 

housecleaning. For the pre-school child. 


PILGRIMS KNEW by Tillie S. Pine, 
Whittlesey, $2.50 (1-4) 

Simple experiments which may be done 

at home or school show how the Pilgrims 

made candles, soap, and other items. Good 

picture of life in the Pilgrim colony. 


SPARKLE AND SPIN by Ann and Paul 
Rand. Harcourt, $2.95 (k-3) 

A book about words for the very young, 

which will start them off on discoveries of 

their own. 


WHO LIVES IN THIS HOUSE? by 
Glenn O. Blough. Whittlesey, $2.50 (2-4) 
An interesting, easy nature book for the 
young reader. Six families, robins, wasps, 
squirrels, bees, skunks, spiders, are intro- 
duced and their way of life explained. 


YEAR WITHOUT A SANTA CLAUS by 
Phyllis McGinley. Lippincott, $3.00 (k- 
up) 

Just before Christmas Santa Claus decided 

he was too tired to make his Christmas 

trip and would take a vacation instead. 

When this was announced the boys and 

girls cried and would not eat until a happy 

thought by Ignatius Thistlewhite so pleased 

Santa that he forgot his aches and pains 

and was able to make his trip after all. 

Pleasant holiday reading for all the family. 





FOR THE MIDDLE GROUP 


ALL FOR A GHOST by Kay Avery. 
Crowell, $2.50 (5-8) 

Another story with a Vermont setting 

involving Tom and Andy of “All for a 

Horse.” An exciting and moving’ story 
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which will be especially popular for Hal- 

lowe’en. 

BIRTHDAYS OF FREEDOM FROM 
THE FALL OF ROME TO JULY 4, 
1776. Book II, by Genevieve Foster. 
Scribner, $3.00 (5-8) 

Continuing the first book which covers 

from Egypt to the Fall of Rome, the author 

presents the great historical events between 

the Fall of Rome and 1776. 


CABOOSE CLUB by Adele and Cateau 
DeLeeuw. Little, $3.00 (4-6) 

Bob Brown of ‘‘Expandable Browns,” 

with his friends organizes a model railroad 

club. Parents and friends help. A good 

family story which will be enjoyed by both 

boys and girls. 


EVANGELINE AND THE ACADIANS 

by Robert Tallant. Random, $1.95 (4-6) 
Useful background material for Long- 
fellow’s poem. A Landmark Book. 


FIRST BOOK OF AMERICAN HIS- 
TORY by Henry Steele Commager. Watts, 
$1.95 (4-6) 

A beautifully written yet simply told story 

of America. Especially helpful to grades 

five and six as an introduction to our na- 
tion’s history. 

GIRL IN A HURRY by Viola Rowe. 
Longmans, $2.75 (5-8) 

Because her mother thinks she is too young 

to have a summer job like all her school 

friends, Missy Richardson secretly gets one 
in which she later discovers she has been 
part of very crooked business. Earning 

money to return to her customers makes a 

delightful story for younger girls. 


HENRY AND THE PAPER ROUTE by 
Beverly Cleary. Morrow, $2.75 (4-6) 

In this new story of Henry Huggins and his 
friends, Henry finds he is too young for a 
paper route of his own so uses his time 
working on projects which become major 
undertakings involving the whole neighbor- 
hood. As with all Henry Huggins stories 
this one is exceedingly funny and will be 
enjoyed by all ages. 


IGLOOS, YURTS AND TOTEM 
POLES by Frederich Béer. Pantheon, 
$3.50 (4-8) 


“Life and Customs of Thirteen Peoples 
Around the Globe’”—an outstanding book 
of anthropology for young people. 


LEAVE IT TO THE FRIPSEYS by 
Madge Chastain. Harcourt, $2.75 (4-6) 


Parry and her friend Marcy are dismayed 
to learn that Gwynn and her superior airs 
will go to school with them. What the 
girls go through makes a story full of the 
fun and adventure of growing up. Girls 
from ten to twelve will love it. 


MAGIC WHEREVER YOU ARE by Bill 
Severn. McKay, $2.50 (5-8) 

A good book of magic which can be per- 

formed with little, and inexpensive equip- 

ment, at home, at school, indoors or out. 


MYSTERY,ON RAINBOW ISLAND by 
Dorothy Clewes. McCann, $2.75 (5-8) 
During World War II a Viennese museum 
treasure was supposed to have been secreted 
on the Channel Island of Sark. Peter, 
Eileen and Bobbie Hadley spend their 
vacation searching for the treasure. For 

mystery fans. 





FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


ANGEL ON SKIS by Betty Cavanna. Mor- 
row, $2.95 (7-12) 

Angela learns to ski on Vermont trails and 

meets her first love. This is a novel that 

teen-age girls will like. 


ANTOINE LAVOISIER, SCIENTIST 
AND CITIZEN by Sarah R. Riedman. 
Nelson, $2.75 

This story of the “founder of chemistry” 

combines Lavoisier’s scientific and political 

careers. His interest in the course of the 

French Revolution and in the work of his 

contemporary scientists make a lively ac- 

count which will appeal especially to the 
student of science. Illustrated by Robert 

Foster. 


BARNUM, SHOWMAN OF AMERICA 
by Helen Wells. McKay, $3.50 (7-10) 
This biography of one of the most famous 
and colorful showmen of all times is ex- 
cellent for its picture of the development 
of the circus into the great institution it 
became. Older boys and girls will enjoy 

it. 


BOYS’ SECOND BOOK OF RADIO 
AND ELECTRONIGS by Alfred Morgan. 
Scribner, $3.00 (7 up) 

Somewhat more advanced than the first 

book, including the electric eye, electric 

phonograph, Geiger Counter and others. 

Useful addition to young people’s collec- 

tions. 
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BREAKNECK BETTY by Adele & Cateau 
Deleeuw. World, $2.75 (7-10) 

Betty’s childhood nickname kept her from 
enjoying her first year at school but her 
job with an investment counselor and 
her work with a crippled girl were in- 
teresting, only what she said and did with 
Guy Maitland seemed wrong. Good light 
romance for older girls. 


CALICO CAPTIVE by Elizabeth George 

Speare. Houghton, $3.50 (7 up) 
Historical fiction at its best ‘‘based on 
an actual narrative published in 1807.” 
The story of a Vermont family captured by 
Indians and taken to Canada. The long 
journey to Montreal and life with French 
families where they were held for ransom 
are vividly told. Older girls will enjoy 
the heroine, Miriam, and her story of her 
trials and romance. 


CIRCUS CATCH by Joe 
Macrae, $2.75 (7 up) 

A story of major league baseball with some 

mystery and romance. For older teen-agers. 


CLEAN UP HITTER by Dick Friendlich. 
Westminster, $2.75 (7 up) 

Learning to play to win for the team and 

not for individual glory is shown by Clay 

Morris’ experience with baseball. 


COMANCHE OF THE SEVENTH by 
Margaret Leighton. Ariel, $3.00 (7-12) 
Comanche, a gallant horse of the U. S. 
Seventh Cavalry, proved reliable in battle 
against the Cheyenne and Sioux, and was 
the last survivor of General Custer’s Battle 
of Little Big Horn. Whoever reads the 
legend of this noble animal will thrill to 

this authentic, well-told story. 


CURTAIN’S AT EIGHT by 
Malvern. Macrae, $2.75 (7 up) 
A skillful blending of fact and _ fiction 
recreates the London theater of Victorian 
days. Terry, a stage struck Cockney girl 
achieves her ambition of becoming an ac- 
tress through talent, perseverance, luck 
and the friendship of Henry Irving and 
Ellen Terry. Older girls will enjoy this. 


THE EAGLES HAVE FLOWN by Joanne 

S. Williamson. Knopf, $3.00 (7-10) 
Another particularly well-done historical 
novel brings alive Rome of Julius Caesar’s 
day. Through the eyes of Lucius events 
and characters live again. 


Archibald. 


Gladys 


THE EDGE OF APRIL, A Bi¢ 
GRAPHY OF JOHN BURROUGB 
by Hildegarde Hoyt Swift. Morrow, = 
(7 up) 

Illustrated with strong, full-page blag 

and-white drawings by Lynd Ward 

biography of Burroughs tells of his boyhogy 

and the many difficulties which stood j 

his way for furthering his intense love g 

nature. His joy in his tramping with frien 

in the wilds and his progress as a writes 
are clearly described. 


EVERGLADES ADVENTURE by Steg 
Meader. Harcourt, $2.75 (7 up) 
Toby Morgan’s father moved his famif 
from New Jersey to Florida after the Ciy 
War. Making friends with a son of the chie 
of the Caloosa Indians Toby learns th 
ways of the Everglades and is launched ¢ 
a scientific career by acting as guide ¢ 
a naturalist. 


EXPLORING BY SATELLITE 1} 
Franklyn M. Branley. Crowell, $3.00 
(7-12) 

Explains details and background of the 

Project Vanguard. . 


EXPLORING EARTH AND SPACE bj 
Margaret O. Hyde. Whittlesey, $2,753 
(7-12) 4 

This story of the International Geophysi 

Year tells of explorations of earth, sea, 

and space being carried on by scientist 

of sixty nations. 


THE GENTLE FALCON by Hilda Lewis, 

Criterion, $3.50 (8-12) q 
A historical novel dealing with Princess 
Isabella of France and her adventures i 
England as the bride of King Richard II 
The pageantry of the times, the plots and 
intrigues make for an exciting story that 
is particularly well told. 


THE GREAT WHEEL by Robert Lawson, 
Viking, $3.00 (6-12) 
In Ireland Aunt Honora prophesied that 


twelve-year-old Conn would ride the 
greatest wheel in all the world. When 
Conn arrived in this country fate took him! 
to Chicago where he not only was to ride 
the greatest wheel, but was to help build it.) 
Full of fun and presenting an authentic 
historical background this book, illustrated 
by the author’s best, is a must for all libraries. 








